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Since leaving hospice ministry back in
November of 2015, I have been stoking
the fires of creativity. It takes a lot of
fuel to keep those embers glowing hot,
so painting had been on the back
burner for years. As if my spirit needed
some warming up to the task, the
muses focused my attentions on the
beauty around me. Found in visions of
splendor like a Colorado landscape,
beauty and wonder were also revealed
in the seemingly mundane… a sparrow
at the feeder, a backyard chicken in the
tomatoes again. The eye of the artist
reflects the world.
It is not, however, only the beauty that
is captured and celebrated. Often a

side of reality is brought into view, a
truth that would otherwise be ignored
—be it absent-mindedly (like when the
sacred within the secular is missed,) or
consciously denied (as in the case of an
injustice that needs to be brought into
the light). Sometimes an ideal is
portrayed, a hoped-for reality
imagined. In each work of art, if grace
and openness be with us, the spark of
divine longing ignites the pilot light of
the viewer’s own imagination.
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“Release” (above) is a pencil drawing, a
bit of processing after attending the
death of my first hospice patient,
concurrent with the Rwandan
genocides in 1994. It reflected both my
fears and my faith. Who knows what
art will spring from reflecting on the
experiences of today?
~ Fr. Michael J. Nicosia
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After the summer regional youth
campout, an evaluation was conducted
with
the
youth
and
the
coordinators. One of the action items
that emerged was developing other
opportunities for the youth from our
five communities to gather and build
relationships. A winter event was
suggested. The youth coordinators met,
discussed the possibilities, and
collaborated to plan a gathering in
February. Hooray!
The Invitation:
All ECC middle school and high school
youth are invited to an ECC Regional
Youth Gathering on Friday, February
10th, 2017. We will be sharing prayer,
food, fellowship, and fun. Please dress
warmly as we will be walking the
labyrinth in the moonlight with
luminarias that we will make
together. RSVP to your local youth
leader by Tuesday, January 31st, 2017.

Coordinators for this event are Rev.
Denise Bender (Church of the Beloved),
Kelsey Hart (Church of Holy Family),
and Father Teri Harroun (Light of
Christ). Contact any of them with
questions you may have.

ECC—Rocky
Mountain Region

“Let no one look down on your
youthfulness, but rather in speech,
conduct, love, faith and purity, show
yourself an example of those who
believe” (1 Timothy 4:12).

CHURCH OF THE HOLY FAMILY

COB’s Advent outreach adopted 52
children and youth of migrant workers
in Adams County. Everyone enjoyed
shopping to bring simple gifts and joy to
families in need.

Fr. Scott Jenkins, Pastor
Rev. Denise Roberts-Graham,
Interim Pastor as of March 1st
Mass: 10:00 am Sundays
16738 E. Iliff Avenue
Aurora CO 80013
Jennifer LaRochelle, Administrator
(303) 369-9000
jennifer@holyfamilyco.org
www.churchofholyfamily.org

CHURCH OF THE BELOVED

COB’s afternoon Christmas Eve Mass
(above) included many of our children
and youth illustrating the narrative of
Jesus' birth. We are so grateful for the
blessings of their participation.

COB's service with ashes will be
shared with Northglenn United Church
of Christ at 7 p.m. on March 1st.
Stay tuned for further events.

Mother Kae Madden, Pastor
Mass: 5:00 pm Saturdays
10500 Grant Drive
Northglenn CO 80233
Mother Kae 303-426-5464;
pastor@churchofthebelovedecc.org
Fr. Paul 720-254-2083
Fr. Len 303-776-1460
www.churchofthebeloved-ecc.org
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by Rick Rogers
The town of David, Kentucky, and the
surrounding area of Appalachia, in the
span of a lifetime, went from being a
prosperous coal mining area to being
very impoverished. Over time, the coal
mines closed, jobs disappeared, and
lives changed.

PAX CHRISTI ECC CHURCH
Fr. Michael Nicosia, Pastor
and Regional Vicar
Mass: 4:30 pm Saturdays
6th Avenue United Church of Christ
3250 Sixth Avenue
Denver CO 80206
Fr. Michael 720-218-1081;
nicosia410@yahoo.com
Rev. Denise Roberts-Graham
64deniser@gmail.com
Sue Kaessner, Administrator
suekaessner@me.com
www.facebook.com/paxchristi-ecc

From September 25-30, 2016, nineteen
people from Light of Christ ECC,
Bethlehem Lutheran, and Westview
Presbyterian churches in Longmont,
arrived in David, KY and began a
journey. This group of hearty
volunteers spent the week working for
St. Vincent’s Mission to make the lives
of a few of the residents of Eastern
Kentucky’s Appalachian Mountains a bit
more healthy, safe, and comfortable.
The work sites included a variety of
jobs: repairing and remodeling a
bathroom for a woman with MS, which
entailed replacing a vanity and installing
some shelves. Another site found a
crew removing and replacing half of a
metal roof and a crumbling chimney as
well as prepping the house to be
painted and caulking windows for an
elderly couple with chronic health
problems.
A third team was assigned to repair a
bathroom in really poor condition and
replace a window that was leaking. The
bathroom floors were rotted out due to
the fact that a water heater had been
leaking for quite a while which meant
that this room had to be gutted, the
floors reinforced, and new fixtures
installed. When replacing the window,

it was discovered that the wall was so
badly rotted that it too had to be
replaced.
Another team of three women worked
at the St. Vincent Thrift Store sorting,
organizing and selling used clothing and
household goods to community
members.
Finally, we worked to hang doors, install
a stairway banister and kitchen
cabinets, paint walls, and tend a garden
at the new Volunteer House at St.
Vincent’s. This house is designed to
house up to about 30 people who will
come to volunteer in the area.
These dedicated folks worked hard each
day, truly living the Gospel’s call to go
forth and serve one another. →

LIGHT OF CHRIST
ECUMENICAL CATHOLIC
COMMUNITY
Fr. Teri Harroun, Pastoral Associate
Masses: 5:00 pm Saturdays,
NEW 11:45 am 2nd & 4th Sundays
and 9:00 am Wednesdays
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
1000 W. 15th Avenue
Longmont CO 80501
303-772-3785;
churchoffice@lightofchristecc.org
www.lightofchristecc.org
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They were rewarded with a real sense
of accomplishment knowing that these
few families, whose lives are enmeshed
in poverty, will have life a little better
this winter.
The families we worked with rely a lot
on St. Vincent’s to provide food,
clothing and assistance with repairs to
their homes. It’s humbling when you go
to their homes to make repairs. You
meet them, hear their stories and
realize how little they have and how
hard their lives must be. One week of
our lives makes such a difference for
them. Then we return home and realize
how blessed we really are.

This Advent, the Light of Christ “Grouth
Youp” again supported homeless youth
in Boulder. Because of the generosity
and support of the LOC community,
youth members were able to purchase
gifts and provide new towels for →
ten youths, ages 13-18, who are
homeless and are being supported
through the programs of Attention
Homes. In addition, they made a $500
donation to Attention Homes to use in
their programs to serve homeless youth
in Boulder County. “We pray that these
gifts and this donation are infused with
God’s light and love and may bring
comfort and encouragement to these
courageous young people,” said Fr. Teri
Harroun. For more information about
Attention Homes, check out their
website at www.attentionhomes.org

MARY OF MAGDALA COMMUNITY

In addition to the efforts of LOC’s youth,
the Outreach team with the help of the
Prayer Shawl Ministry and other
interested members of Light of Christ,
joined together this Christmas to
support the Day Care program at the
OUR Center in Longmont. Discovering
that the day care center could use some
mittens, warm hats and small pillows
for nap time, volunteers got busy with
crochet hooks and knitting needles.
Altogether, they made 45 hats, 26 pairs
of mittens, 45 pillows and 5 bibs. In
addition, they collected 50 towels that
were donated directly to the OUR
Center. All items were blessed by the
community at a Mass in early
December. More information on the
OUR Center can be seen on their
website, www.OURCenter.org

Fr. Jim Demuth, Pastoral Director
Mass: 5:00 pm Sundays
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
1208 W. Elizabeth Street
Fort Collins CO 80521
970-217-3009
marymagdalafc@gmail.com
http://marymagdalafc.org

Also check out our friends of the

COMMUNITY IN DISCERNMENT,
BOULDER
Mass: 1:30 pm
every first and third Sunday
Community United Church of Christ
2650 Table Mesa Drive
Boulder CO 80305
Mother Sheila Dierks
303-449-4302
sheiladierks1@gmail.com
For more information about the

ECUMENICAL CATHOLIC
COMMUNION, visit
http://ecumenical-catholiccommunion.org
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I refuse to believe that we are unable to
influence the events which surround us.
I refuse to believe that we are so bound
to racism and war, that peace,
brotherhood and sisterhood are not
possible.
I believe there is an urgent need for
people to overcome oppression and
violence, without resorting to violence
and oppression.
I believe that we need to discover a way
to live together in peace, a way which
rejects revenge, aggression and
retaliation. The foundation of this way
is love.
I believe that unarmed truth and
unconditional love will have the final
word in reality. I believe that right
temporarily defeated is stronger than
evil triumphant.
I believe that peoples everywhere can
have three meals a day for their bodies,
education and culture for their minds,
and dignity, equality and freedom for
their spirits.

Members of the Light of Christ
community gathered on the holiday for
MLK, Jan 16th, 2017, to listen to LOC
member Les Smith share the history of
where Martin Luther King, Jr., came
from, and what he believed. Sharing
stories from his own life, and potent
memorabilia from his collection, Les led
the group in an evening that honored
the civil rights leader and his work. Part
of the evening included Les reading
from his 1964 copy of Time Magazine
that named Martin Luther King, Jr., the
1964 Man of the Year. After listening to
Les, and listening to MLK's speech "I
Have Been to the Mountaintop" which
he preached the night before he died,
the group ended the evening by
reciting An Affirmation of Faith Based
on the Writings of MLK as developed
by the United Presbyterian Church
(left). "It was a powerful evening," said
Fr. Teri Harroun from Light of
Christ. "The affirmations were a
wonderful way to conclude the
evening."
Les sharing about MLK

The screen during the MLK speech

Check out this powerful video of 15-yrold Royce Mann’s rallying cry at the
MLK Day service at Ebenezer Baptist
Church in Atlanta, GA. www.youtube
.com/watch?v=jTNTWZLdypM

I believe that what self-centered people
have torn down, other-centered people
can build up.
By the goodness of God at work within
people, I believe that brokenness can be
healed. "And the lion and the lamb shall
lie down together, and everyone will sit
under their own vine and fig tree, and
none shall be afraid."
~ United Presbyterian Church
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MoM Adult Formation Program
Presents:

Mary of Magdala collected cold
weather clothing and camping gear to
take to Pine Ridge/Standing Rock for
DAPL protesters. Many thanks to Lisa
and Tom Moos for coordinating the
delivery of the items to South Dakota.

Mary of Magdala’s new processional
cross carried by Coulibaly

Mary of Magdala will be sharing Ash
Wednesday services with St Paul’s
Episcopal Church at 12 noon and 7 p.m.

Faith Family Hospitality continues to be
a service outreach for many at MOM.
We prepare meals, serve as overnight
hosts, and evening hosts with our host
church, Christ United Methodist for
homeless families in Fort Collins. We
were recently pleased to learn that one
of the single moms was able to move in
to some permanent housing after being
with the program for about a year.

A series of presentations and soup
suppers — November 27, December 4,
December 11 and December 18, 6pm8pm at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
1208 W. Elizabeth, Fellowship Hall.
Teilhard de Chardin was a 20th century
Jesuit priest, scientist and mystic.
Inspired by the teachings of St. Paul
and the discoveries of modern science,
Teilhard developed a new vision of
spirituality and science for our twenty
first century world. His message is
particularly relevant during the season
of Advent. Please join us for four
evenings of prayer, exploration, and
discovery as we journey along the
footsteps of Teilhard into the fire of the
unfolding mysteries of our universe.
“The day will come when, after
harnessing space, the winds, the tides,
and gravitation, we shall harness for
God the energies of love. And on that
day, for the second time in the history
of the world, we shall have discovered
fire.” —Teilhard de Chardin

Presiding Bishop Francis will preside at
a Regional Chrism Mass and the
Ordination of Rosean Amaral to the
Deaconate on April 29th at 10 a.m. at
MoM in Fort Collins. All are welcome
to attend. A luncheon reception will
follow the mass.

Rick Klein facilitates and teaches
spiritual direction in the Benedictine
Spiritual Formation Program at the
Benet Hill Monastery in Colorado
Springs, Colorado. His primary areas of
teaching are spirituality, mysticism and
the lives of the mystics. He lives with
his wife Lori in Fort Collins, CO.
For more information call Rosean
Amaral at 970-692-4238. Free will.
donation is appreciated.
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On Sunday, January 15th, Church of the
Holy Family celebrated Kris Jenkins,
wife of founding pastor Fr. Scott
Jenkins, for her unending love and
commitment to the community for the
past 19 years. Click and listen to the
Homily, a Community Tribute offered
collectively by Kelsey Hart, Mike Weil,
Jane Kucharski and Bonnie Pino-Fraser.
In it you will hear stories of the gift that
she has been to the community since
its inception.
The homily tells a story reflecting on
her journey as the pastor’s wife and
loving mother to the community. In it,
Kris was honored as not only the
“mother” but “the heartbeat” of Holy
Family. Her tale stands as an example
of the miracles that can happen when
love and undying commitment come
together in a generous soul.

The whole community came out for the
tribute and celebrated after mass in
their usual “Pot Luck” style! It was a
heartfelt day of gratitude for the gift
that Kris Jenkins has been to the
community of Holy Family.

We also want to give a big shout out
to our out-going President of the
Parish Leadership Team, who led well
and led strong with the heart of a
servant. Thank you, Christie Pino
Fraser.
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Our dear music director and priest,
the Rev. Denise Ann Roberts-Graham,
has agreed to serve Church of the Holy
Family as their Interim Pastor upon
Fr. Scott Jenkin's retirement. While
ministering to them during their new
pastor search, from March 1st through
June 30th (with the possibility of an
extension), she will continue to be a
part of the Pax Christi Community
worshiping with us at least once or
twice a month.
We continue our prayer support of CHF
during this time of transition as well as
Fr. Scott and his mission with the Celtic
Way. (Prayers, too, for Denise and
her wife Sarah, and, of course, for our
little PC community during Denise’s
absence).

The Mary Magdalene Society collected
$45,000 at the Synod toward our
"Future Fund" to support youth
engagement and young pastors getting
established. Our goal is ambitious:
$500,000 over a five-year period. We
are off to a great start. Bishop Francis
reports that more MMS events are
scheduled soon around the country,
and our clergy have been asked to
contribute what they can, while the
churches of the RMR will be fundraising in various ways in the coming
months. Please give as you are able.
Future generations thank you!

For the 70th time, the Colorado Council
of Churches is proud to host one of the
most unique worship experiences in
the Rocky Mountain region: the annual
Easter Sunrise Service at Red Rocks
Amphitheatre in Morrison, Colorado.
#RedRocksEaster
This public event on Sunday, April 16th
from 6am to 7:30am, brings together
people from along the Front Range and
far beyond. In prior years, over 14,000
people have to come together at this
event. ALL ARE WELCOME!
This year's speaker will be Bishop Jim
Gonia, Rocky Mountain Synod,
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, and our own Fr. Michael
Nicosia, Vicar of the Presiding Bishop to
the Rocky Mountain Region of the
Ecumenical Catholic Communion, will
open the worship service with a flute
meditation!
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Editor’s note: While honoring the fact
that there is a plurality of opinions
across our Belovéd Communion about
our country’s new Administration, the
Women’s Marches in Denver, DC,
around the country and the globe will
continue to be powerful statements
about the values we cherish and our
commitments to justice.
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I will march for, not against.
I will march for women.
I will march for women's rights.
I will march for women's dignity.
I will march for women's dignities.
I will march for respect
of all women.
I will march for women's bodies.
I will march for women's safety.
I will march for an end
to rape culture.
I will march for women's minds.
I will march for education
of all girls of all ages.
I will march for libraries
and books everywhere.
I will march for women's ingenuity.
I will march for equal pay
for equal work.
I will march for women's spirits.
I will march for women's ordination.
I will march for women
made in the image of God.
I will march for women's wonder.
I will march for women's capacity
to love whom they love.
I will march for
women's creative power.
I will march for women.
I will march for women and men,
daughters and sons,
all our family in humanity.
I will march for our Mother
called Earth.
I will march forward.
I. Will. March. Forward.
~ Fr. Teri Shackelford Harroun

Shades of blue
deep to faint
Sky
Clouds melted into mountains
wisps painted
from horizon.....to eternity
by the Master's Hand.
Mountains lifting
their faces toward heaven
reaching up
to approach their Maker
Time
endless...solid granite
barely moved
by the elements
that play on and attack
its corrugated edges
Mountains
moved only by
a Power beyond Power
shifting and shaking
creating peaks
where there were valleys
valleys where there were peaks
much time
Lean your ear to hear:
I am here
still
yet
my power has not dimmed
my artistry.....creativity
is at work
still
yet
I move mountains
little by little
rarely dramatically
I work slowly
you know
but I do good work - the Best
My work speaks for itself.
Fix your eyes
on the mountains
Stand unmoved by wind, sun,
rain, cold, snow,
- Rest Be assured that
I AM
still
creating
~km
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“Today, we are reminded that the
state, regardless of location or time
period, has far too often silenced the
voices of those who walk in truth and
light... Pray for us, St. Sebastian!”

The following is adapted from
Fr. Michael’s homily at Pax Christi ECC
in the wake of #WomensMarch.
The Galilee — It was the crossroads of
the world, a concourse between the
surrounding nations in perpetual
competition with each other, each
with its influences on a people caught
in the middle. Subjugated politically,
disenfranchised economically, starving
spiritually, darkness shrouded their
lives.
We are caught in heavy traffic,
bombarded by so much media, so
many conflicting views claiming to be
true (or claiming that truth doesn’t
matter; only winning does). What light
will help us find a way out of the
darkness and cut through the
competition?
“When Jesus heard that John had been
arrested, he withdrew to Galilee” — to
that place caught in the middle, in the
heat of the competition, to carry on the
work of the Baptist and the prophets
who preceded him in a new way,
modeled on his own being.
Fr. Daniel Storrs, an ECC priest
in Bloomington IN, posted an
Inauguration Day reminder on
Facebook that it was also the Feast
of St. Sebastian. Like John the Baptist,
he spoke truth to power and was put to
death. Fr. Daniel made the corollary:

We are called to speak truth to power,
even today, but how to do it well?
When injustice goes unchecked, we
raise our voices… and grow hoarse,
doing more shouting and arguing than
shedding light.
Participants in the Women’s March
modeled speaking up in a manner both
tenacious and civil, highlighting the
values of freedom and justice that
make our country great while
remaining ever-vigilant in the face of
oppression. And yet the frustrating
truth realized in the immediate wake of
the marches is that our challenges are
apparently falling on deaf ears. How do
we proceed?
Richard Rohr, in his latest book, THE
DIVINE DANCE: An Exploration of God
as Trinity, illumines our way. In it he
writes of how division and competition
have been the bedrock of human
society for a long time, our being
trapped in dualistic thinking, an
orientation which is inherently
argumentative. Such thinking gave
birth to and has reinforced most of our
traditional belief systems and
belonging systems, each pitting us
against them, triggering defensiveness
and separateness.
Rohr’s theology of the Trinity can keep
us out of that disruptive cycle. He
maintains that the very shape of God
for the early church was distorted by
Platonic dualism. God became an
authoritarian Father at best, a Critical
Spectator, an Imperial Threatener who
meted out favor to the worthy, who

sent his Son to make us worthy; even
Jesus was transformed into a Judge
who would condemn those who didn’t
make the cut (quite contrary to the
gospel witness of his non-judgmental
love), while the Spirit remained forever
mute and impotent.
Redefining the shape of God
transforms the meaning of one and
oneness to include diversity and
community, for “the Trinity is
relationship itself,” each person
sharing/emptying itself into the other
who in turn is filled; a dynamic, flowing
relationship, perpetually involved,
ever-giving Grace, God’s very self.
In their relating, plentiful is love/
mercy/grace of which there is no
scarcity (so no one is ever left out).
God ever-giving, self-emptying and
intimately participating in relationship
with all that is.
No longer to be called Almighty God,
“All-vulnerable God” is more true. God
the model of all relationship, enfleshed
in the self-emptying and embracing of
humanity that was the Incarnation, and
in Jesus’ life of selfless ministry and
inclusive love… and in his death
embraced, so committed is the
Anointed One to relationship.
St. Paul calls us to “be united in the
same mind and in the same purpose.”
He does this, “not with the wisdom of
human eloquence” with its intent to
convince those who think otherwise
(presupposing we’re right and they’re
wrong), but by referencing the meaning
of the cross. The cross, as Rohr points
out, calls us into God’s model of
relating — vulnerable, totally giving;
where competition and worthiness
have got nothing to do with it, because
relationship is valued above all else. →
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How do we move toward constructive
public debate? How do we arrive
on the same page of “liberty and justice
for all”?
Rohr’s concept of the Trinity’s model of
relating offers a light leading us out of
our cycle of competition with and
damnation of the other: divine unity
is not uniformity but a dynamic
relationship “where diversity and
separateness is honored, protected
and overcome.” Trinity is a dance.
Relationship is a dance. Democracy,
at its best, a dance — in which the
partners honor one another.
I write this on the morning after
a gathering at the Denver Islamic
Society, Communities in Conversation
sponsored by the Abrahamic Initiative.
During our table’s discussions, a
woman shared that we shouldn’t be
afraid to speak a word of challenge, to
admit that we don’t like a thing, to
voice our intolerance, rather than hide
behind politeness or tacitly acquiesce
in acceptance.
Underlying such
challenges was her desire for
relationship. “How can we come to
acceptance of the other if we do not
know them? And how will we come to
know one another if we don’t speak
our truth.” That, in itself, can be a very
vulnerable thing to do.
Tonight I plan to attend Interfaith
Alliance’s Healing the Divide at Denver
Seminary. Their objective is to engage
in civil and generative conversation
across real difference. Hopefully there
will be people from both sides of the
divide there. We need to hear each
other's stories, get to know one
another and, yes, be vulnerable in
sharing and vulnerable in being open to
a broadened, relational truth.

important than ever to urge our
elected leaders to weigh in TODAY to
oppose such an announcement (link).

Dear Faithful Advocate,
It is expected that either today or in
the coming days the President will
issue an executive order banning
refugees from Syria, Iran, Iraq, Libya,
Somalia, Sudan, and Yemen. The
faith community is rallying to the side
of our brothers and sisters from these
countries, most of whom are Muslim.
To add your name to a petition to
the President stating your opposition
to the ban on refugees go to
http://bit.ly/2ktymKv.
For clergy, there is also a faith leader
letter that you can sign on to as well.
http://bit.ly/FaithLeaders4Refugees
Thanks for acting!!
Keith Swartzendruber
National Council of Churches
January 25, 2017
Editor’s note: HOP Vice President
Fr. Mike Bober, who is active in Church
World Service, has also circulated this
letter for our consideration. Signatures
are needed by January 30.
January 26, 2017 NCC communique —
Various media outlets are reporting
that Donald Trump will issue an
executive order that would reduce
refugee admissions, grind resettlement
to a halt, stop resettling refugees from
certain countries, and preference
religious minorities. These proposed
changes fly in the face of our best
values of compassion, hospitality, and
welcome. With more than 65 million
forcibly displaced in the world–the
worst in our global history–it is more

Barring refugees from certain countries
and narrowly preferencing religious
minorities is tantamount to a Muslim
ban. Any announcement to pause
resettlement would grind refugee
processing to a halt, as each step of the
security check process is time sensitive.
A pause would force refugees who
were set to arrive in the United States
soon to instead wait months and even
years to go through fingerprinting,
interviews, health screenings, and
multiple security checks all over again,
all while their lives are in danger.
These announcements would be gutwrenching for our community
members who are waiting to be
reunited with a sister, brother, parent
or child, and for refugees overseas with
no other options for safety than to be
resettled in the U.S. Refugees are the
most thoroughly vetted immigrants in
the United States, undergoing
biographic and biometric checks,
medical screenings, forensic document
testing, and in-person interviews. It is
critical that Members of Congress hear
their constituents decry these
announcements and weigh in directly
with Trump to urge him to immediately
abandon these plans.
CONTACT YOUR SENATORS &
REPRESENTATIVES TODAY!
click here to take action!
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